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GENERAL INFORMATION 


The Lake County Discovery Museum is a publicly owned institution 
devoted to collecting, preserving, and interpreting the history and geog¬ 
raphy of Lake County, Illinois from its earliest known inhabitants to the 
present. The Curt Teich Postcard Archives is a section of the Museum, 
devoted to the preservation and interpretation of the postcard format of 
visual information and to the care of the industrial archives of the Curt 
Teich Company of Chicago. The Teich industrial archives includes pho¬ 
tographs and postcards of subjects related to North American twentieth 
century culture. 


The Lake County Discovery Museum is a department of 
the Lake County Forest Preserves. 


Location About 40 miles northwest of Chicago in the 
Lakewood Forest Preserve. 

Route 176 and Fairfield Road 
Wauconda, Illinois 60084 (847) 968-3400 

(847) 968-3381 Curt Teich Postcard Archives 

Fax (847) 526-1545 


Archives Building 


Curt Teich 
Archives and 
Lake County 
Archives 


Office hours 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday. 
Research hours 9:00 a.m. to noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4 p.m, 
Monday - Friday by appointment. 
www.teicharchives.org 


Museum 

Exhibition Open Monday through Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Morning hours are reserved 
for school tours. The permanent exhibit of the Curt Teich 
Archives "'Bringing the World Home" is on view during 
gallery hours. 

www.lakecountydiscoverymuseum.org 

Admission $5.50 for adults, $2.75 for students. Tuesdays are $2.75 for 
adults and children are free. Admission is always free for 
Friends of the Lake County Discovery Museum. 



Card 7 . "In the Wake of Destruction," Postcard courtesy of the author. 


JOIN US 

The Curt Teich Postcard Archives needs your support to maintain quality 
preservation of its collections and to find new ways of making its 
resources available. 

Your membership nr donation in the Friends of die Lake County 
Discovery Museum will help provide professional slab In care for the 
An hives, will aid in the ongoing effort to preserve I he artifacLs I h rough 
environmental monitoring, conservation procedures and materials, and 
will help support methods of bringing this unique maierial lo Lhe puhlic 
through exhibits, publications, and research services. 

The Curt Teich Archives at the Lake County Discovery Museum is a 
valuable resource of historically significant photographs; images that tell 
the history of the twentieth century. 


Enroll now as a member of the Friends of the Lake County Discovery Museum. 
Annual Membership: 


Individual 

$ 

25.00 

Family 

$ 

40.00 

Institution/Group 

$ 

40.00 

Family Plus 

$ 

70.00 

Sustaining 

$ 

150.00 

Patron 

$ 

500.00 

Benefactor 

$ 

1000.00 


Benefits of membership include free admission to the Museum, a 
subscription to Image File, a 10% discount in the Museum store, a 10% dis¬ 
count on Teich Archives research services, and a 10% discount on book and 
postcard reproduction sales. 





















TO LOOK AT FLOWERS WHILE RIDING AN IRON HORSE 

Some Railway Depots of North China 

By Eric Politzer 



Map of China's rail system in 1923, from the 7924GuidetoChina issued by the Japanese Government Railways, Map 
courtesy of the author. 


Japanese postcard publishers dominated 
the China market at least from the First 
World War. In the 1920s and 1930s, as 
the scale of Japanese migration, invest¬ 
ment, and political/military encroachment 
in China grew, Japanese postcard publish¬ 
ers followed the flag, commemorating 
and documenting Japanese life and insti¬ 
tutions in China, while continuing to pro¬ 
duce Chinese views. 

When the Second Sino-Japanese War 
started in July 1937 with the Marco Polo 
Bridge Incident just outside of Beijing, 
Japan's postcard publishers, whose 
numbers had greatly shrunk over the 
decades as the industry consolidated, 
were ready. In the following months and 
years, as the Japanese Army swept over 
China, publishers churned out massive 
numbers of postcards showing the newly 
conquered territories, scenic views, the 
victories, spoils, weaponry, scenes of 
army life and the organs of the new 
administrations. In many cases, the sites 
shown had rarely or never been depicted 
on postcards, and we are indebted to 
these propagandists for our only accessi¬ 
ble views of many places in pre-1949 
China. 

Because the intended senders and recipi¬ 
ents of the cards were unfamiliar with the 


Chinese interior, the brief text on the 
cards is often quite informative. With a 
sidewise look at Japan's wartime propa¬ 
ganda, we use these cards to look at 
some early twentieth-century railway sta¬ 
tions of China's hinterlands. 

Railway contracts were one of the chief 
targets of foreign, interests in China in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth cen¬ 
turies. Most of these railways were 
financed by European, American, and 
Japanese banks, with the backing of their 
governments, and planned and built by 
foreign engineers, normally after a fierce 
struggle for the right to issue bonds and 
for design, construction, supply, and 
operation contracts. The stations, in most 
cases, reflected contemporary western 
concepts of station design. 

Postcard publishers probably issued views 
of many of these stations at the time of 
completion, but they haven't been found, 
and these cards have their own story to 
tell. 

I. The Beijing-Hankow (Jing-Han) and 
Beijing-Tianjin (Jing-Jin) Lines (cards 1-4). 

The Beijing-Hankow (or Jing-Han) 

Line, one of China's two trunk lines, 
has had several names over the decades. 


When construction began in 1897, 
the line commenced at the village of 
Lu-gou-chiao, nine miles out of Beijing, 
because ultra-conservative Confucian 
officials were not ready to admit the rail 
into the capital city. Thus it was called 
the Lu-Han Line. 

After the suppression of the Boxer 
Rebellion in 1900, Beijing came under 
foreign occupation for two years, and the 
rails were run up to the Chien-men, or 
Front Gate. After the line was completed 
in 1905, it became the Jing-Han Line. 

In 1927, the Nationalist Party, having suc¬ 
cessfully advanced from Canton to con¬ 
quer the country and establish a new 
regime, made its capital at Nanjing. In 
1928, it took Beijing. Flexing its muscles, 
it renamed Beijing (Northern Capital) as 
Beiping (Northern Peace), and the Jing- 
Han Line became the 
Ping-Han Line. Beiping was changed 
back to Beijing in October 1937 by the 
Japanese-controlled North China puppet 
regime, but this usage was recognized 
only in the occupied territories. It 
became Beiping again when Japan sur¬ 
rendered in 1945, and changed back to 
Beijing when the Chinese Communist 
Party established the People's Republic in 
October 1949. Each of these changes 
required corresponding changes in the 
names of the rail lines emanating from 
the historic capital, and of course, in texts 
on postcards. 

In 1957, completion of a bridge across 
the Yangzi River at Hankow (now Wuhan) 
allowed rail travel from Beijing to Canton 
(Guangzhou) without interruption, so it 
became the Jing-Guang Line. 

1, "In the Wake of Destruction" 

Top: Lugouchiao, or the Marco Polo 
Bridge. The name means "Reed Ditch 
Bridge." About 770 feet long, it spans the 
Yongding River a little more than nine 
miles southwest of Beijing. It is generally 
accepted that it was described in Marco 
Polo's memoirs. 

Lower left: the east gate of the small 
walled town of Wanping. The gate is 
called the Shunzhimen or "Gate of 
Felicitous Rule." 

After crossing the Marco Polo Bridge 
approaching Beijing, one comes imme¬ 
diately to Wanping. It was walled in 
the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), proba¬ 
bly about 1410, when the dynasty's 
third emperor, having come to power 
by overthrowing his nephew in a five- 
year civil war, moved the capital from 
Nanjing to Beijing, and fortified the 
approaches to the new capital.^ 3 













At the time this card was produced, ca. 

1938, Wanping was still the seat of 
Wan ping County, the county was roughly 
gourd-shaped, with the neck stretching 
around the southwest and south of 
B ei j i n gand L h e be j d y s we IN ng o u t fa r to 
the west. After coming to power in 1949, 
the People's Republic, exercising a tradi¬ 
tional prerogative of new regimes, redrew 
the map. Wan ping County disappeared. 

Because the walled town was so small 
(only two gates), the population expand¬ 
ed outside the walls. As it did, the town 
came to be known by the bridge, so that 
1930s maps give Wan ping, and then, in 
parentheses, Lugouchiao. Today, the 
town Is known as Lugouchiao, anti the 
name Wan ping cannot be found on even 
very large-scale Chinese maps, because it 
has no administrative status. 

Lower right: "Inspection of personal 
effects of Chinese at Langfang." Probably 
they are being searched for weapons, 
anti-Japanese propaganda and contra¬ 
band goods. The building is Langfang 
Station. 

The distance from Beijing to Tianjin is 
eighty-six miles. Langfang, the largest city 
between the two, is roughly halfway 

Just as one could commute between New 
York and Washington for decades, and 
never stop to look around Wilm¬ 
ington, so people pass between Beijing 
and Tianjin without stopping at Langfang. 
In two years in Tianjin, this writer never 
h ea r r 3 ahyo ne ack n ow l edge be i n g f ram 
Langfang or having been there, or even 
men Honing the name. 

In 3 9BO the population of Langfang 
Municipality (a little under 400 square 
miles including rural districts) had 
exceeded 500,000. It had 460 elemen¬ 
tary schools, but only nineteen high 
schools and no institutions of higher edu¬ 
cation. 2 A 1989 atlas shows some 
advance, including a teacher's college 
and a semiconductor research institute, 
under the auspices of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences,^ 

The entire region between Beijing and 
Tianjin is flat, rich farmland. It appears 
that Langfang grew as a regional agricul¬ 
tural marketing center, mostly after a sta¬ 
tion was sited there, Although Langfang 
(the name means Corridor Lane) was on 
the route of the invading British and 
French armies in 1860, memoirists of that 
war make no mention of the place. 

The rail line from Tianjin to Beijing 
opened in September 1897, I he first 
Langfang Station was destroyer! in the 
Boxer uprising in 1900. The station 
shown in the card probably replaced it 
within a few years, and was still there In 
the late 1980s. 

As a result of the failure of the Boxer 
uprising, the foreign powers won the 
right to station troops along the Beijing 
Tianjin (Peking - Tientsin in older books, 
and intermittently in this essay) Line, to 
4 ensure communication with I lie foreign 


Card 3 "Res/stance to Japan Cut to Shreds." Postcard courtesy of the author. 


Card 2 "The Imperial Aura Radiating Everywhere " Postcard courtesy of the author. 


com rnunity in Beijing sh o u I d t he re be 
another uprising. There were always for¬ 
eign troops along the line, particularly 
Japanese, but whether Langfang was ever 
permanently garrisoned is unclear. 

2. "The Imperial Aura Radiating 
Everywhere" 

Top left: "The Imperial Army at Sheli 
Village on the Ping-Han Line." 

To correctly identify this site is one of the 
stiffer tests for a serious collector of 
Chinese cards, and it cannot be said with 
certainty that it is correctly identified 
here. 

One can search current and old maps, 
and old travel guides, without finding a 
place called Sheli on the Ping-Han Line. 

A reasonable guess is that the "She" in 
"Sheli" is a typo, and that it probably 

should be a similar character which is 
read "Tuo." A probable explanation is that 
the character for "tuo" occurs so rarely in 
Japanese that it cannot be found in stand¬ 


ard Japanese dictionaries of 5000+ 
Chinese characters; thus a Japanese type¬ 
setter would not have had the character 
in his font either, and chose "she" as a 
substitute. 

Tuoli is at the end of a seventeen-mile 
branch line which begins at Zhang-xin-dian 
(see below), thirteen miles out of Beijing 
and four miles beyond Lugouchiao. 

It's the site of a coal mine which, accord- 


ilt£ SC 


Left to right: Chinese characters she and tuo. 

ing to a 1924 guide, yielded 100,000 
tons per year, nearly all of which went to 
fuel the north China railways. 

Supporting this conjecture are (1) the 
absence of a conventional passenger sta¬ 
tion building; (2) the presence of a coal 
car in the picture; and (3) the hills In the 
background, consistent with what we 
know of the local topography. 




















These scenes of traditional outdoor trades 
would have been exotic to Japanese 
viewers, as they are to us. 

II. The Tientsin-Pukow Line (cards 5 
and 6), 

The Tientsin-Pukow Line, 628 miles, was 
built in 1908-1912. Pukow, the southern 
terminus, is a small town on the Yangzi 
River opposite Nanjing. Travelers to 
Pukow would normally cross the river by 
ferry and then board a train to Shanghai 
(the Shanghai-Nanking Railway, or 
S.N.R.). The bridge opened in 1962, and 
the line is now called the Beijing- 
Shanghai or "Jing-Hu" Line. The first 390 
miles out of Tientsin were financed and 
built by German interests; the rest by 
British. In 1923 the fastest trains required 
about twenty-five hours for the trip (aver¬ 
aging 25 mph). Today it takes about fif¬ 
teen hours. 

5. "Smoking Break" 

Top left: "The Imperial Army stopping for 
a short rest at Jinghai Station." Jinghai is a 
county seat, some twenty-four miles 
southwest of Tianjin. Most express 
trains don't stop there. The station is 
a rather splendid one that shows its 
German origin. When this writer stopped 
for five minutes a few times in the 1980s, 
it was not very busy and seemed well 
preserved. 

Bottom right: "Looking out from above 
the Cangxian Gate." Cangxian (now 
Cangzhou) is a fair-sized (280,000 in 
1982) walled city some eighty miles out 
of Tianjin on the line to Pukou. It is on 
the vast, fertile plain which is eastern 
Hebei Province. 

6. "Pushing Through on a Bad Road" 

Top: "Continuing its Relentless Advance, 
the Imperial Army at Machang Station." 
Machang is a small town some twenty- 
seven miles north of Cangxian and fifty- 
three miles south of Tianjin. The name 
Machang means horse shed or stable. 
Since horses were not commonly used as 
farm animals in traditional China, nor was 
racing a popular sport, we naturally sus¬ 
pect a military connection. Chinese geo¬ 
graphical dictionaries tell us that an army 
base was established here in 1877. 

Today, it is the seat of a Manchu 
Autonomous District, which means that 
sometime after the Manchus passed 
through the Great Wall, conquered China 
and established the Ching Dynasty in the 
mid-seventeenth century, a settlement/ 
garrison was planted here, probably 
before the base was established in 1877. 
Machang is situated only a few miles 
from the Grand Canal, which allowed 
horses and forage to be transported by 
water. 

Bottom: "Floodwater Cresting in the 
Yang-liu-ching Region." Yangliuching, a 


Card 4 " Shi-jia-zhuang ." Postcard courtesy of the author. 

Top right: Chinese children greeting 
Japanese troops with Japanese flags and 
banners. 

Bottom right: The Guang-an Gate (in the 
southwest part of Beijing), with soldiers 
on the wall. A line connecting the 
Hankow line with the line to Mongolia 
ran along the west wall. There is still a 
small station outside the Guangan Gate, 
although the connection is now made by 
a different route. 

3. "Resistance to Japan Cut to Shreds" 

Top: "The Imperial Army at Zhangxindian 
Station." Zhangxindian (Chang-hsin-tien 
in older sources) is the first stop after 
Lugouchiao, about 3.7 miles further 
south. It was the site of a training school 
for railway staff, a machine shop, and 
sheds for rolling stock. There is a 
famous Buddhist temple in the hills 
nine miles to the west, which made 
Zhangxindian a popular stop on excur¬ 
sions from Beijing. 


Lower Left: "Our Nation's Flag Flying and 
the Imperial Army Being Welcomed on a 
Street of Zhangxindian." 

Lower Right: "Ammunition Stockpile." 

4. "Shi-jia-zhuang" 

Bottom right: (Jing-Han Line) Shijia¬ 
zhuang Station. Only the platform is 
shown here. "Going down from the 
capital on the Jing-Han Line, Shijia¬ 
zhuang, as the starting point of the 
Zhengtai Line running to Taiyuan, the 
capital of Shanxi Province, is a key trans¬ 
port center. With a population of about 
40,000, it is a regional marketing center 
for cotton, coal, and other agricultural 
products." Some 172 miles south of 
Beijing, it is now the capital of Hebei 
Province and has a population of over 
one million. 

Top center: Open-air market. 

Top left: Street barber and restaurant. 
Lower left: Selling candied fruit. 


Card 5 "Smoking Break." Postcard courtesy of the author. 
















monumental Buddhist grotto sculptures 
dating from ca. 500 A.D. 


Bottom right: "A Distant View of 
Zhangjiakou, Chahar Province." 
Zhangjiakou (also shown in card 7) 
was on two main caravan routes, one 
north into Mongolia and Siberia and the 
other west and eventually toward the Silk 
Road and Turkestan, along which the rail 
line was routed. The river runs north- 
south here. The old town is on the west 
bank, while the station is on the east. 


In this picture we see what appears to be 
urban growth around the railway yard. A 
1924 source says the area around the sta¬ 
tion was mostly warehouses and markets, 
but this was probably out-of-date by the 
time this card was produced ca.1938. 


7. Top; (Chahar) Panorama of Zhangjiakou 
Station. "With a population of about 
1(30,000 (1982: 600,000), Zhangjiakou's 
two major districts stretch along opposite 
banks of the Yongding River; the newer 
section Is called the Kounei (Inside the 
Gate) District; the other is the Kouwai 
(Outside the Gate) District." 


Card 6 "Pushing Through on a Bud Road." Postcard courtesy of the aulta 


village some six miles directly west of 
Tianjin, is famous for its folk paintings. 

The rail line, after passing through it, 
turns south. The flood of 1939 - which 
coincided with a Japanese blockade of 
the British Concession at Tientsin, fea¬ 
tured open-air strip searches at the barri¬ 
ers and threatened to plunge Britain into 
the war in China - was extraordinarily 
severe, and lacking any data, we would 
guess that is the flood shown here. 

III. The Beijing-Suiyuan Line (cards 7 and 

8 ). 

Zhangjiakou (also known as Kalgan, its 
Mongolian name) is some 116 miles 
northwest of Beijing (seven hours by 
express train in 1923), just inside the 
Great Wall, at the edge of Inner 
Mongolia. The line, buill in 19(35-1909, 
was the first completely financed, built 
and operated by China, without foreign 
assistance. The chief engineer, Zhan Tlan- 
you, was a Yale graduate. By 1921, the 
line had been extended westward anoth¬ 
er 300 miles to Suiyuan (on modern 
maps, Huhehot, another Mongolian 
name). In the following decade, it was 
extended another hundred miles west¬ 
ward to Baotou. The modern Beijing- 
Moscow line, completed in the 1950s, 
connects with this line about 100 miles 
before Suiyuan. 


and from the top down, 'Conscientiously 
go and put it into practice." The character 
at the intersection point of the two signs, 
which appears to be set against the back¬ 
ground of a Nationalist Party sun, appears 
to read "Sincerity." The text on the verti¬ 
cal sign is very colloquial; inelegant 
would not be too strong a word. A rea¬ 
sonable guess is that this is a Nationalist 
government admonition to faithfully prac¬ 
tice the Confucian virtues, and the collo¬ 
quialism represents an official attempt to 
reach the masses. The presence of the 
Nationalist Party sun suggests that the sign 
was pre-occupation. 

Chahar is another province that has dis¬ 
appeared from the map. That part of it 
south of the Great Wall is now part of 
Hebei Province. 

8. "Brilliant Results of the War" 

Top: "Imperial Army Sentries at Tianzhen 
Station on the Ping-Sui Line." Tianzhen is 
sixty miles west of Zhangjiakou, and fifty- 
three miles before Datong, the next 
major stop and the site of a series of 


The flatbed railcars appear to be carrying 
Japanese Army trucks; undoubtedly to be 
used to increase mobility when chasing 
down and rooting out resistance in the 
outback. 

Bottom left: Mongolian Soldier. The 
Japanese effort to set up a breakaway 
Mongolian puppet state is one of the 
more obscure phases of the war. 5 

That concludes our blitzkrieg tour of 
North China, in which we attempt, as 
a pre-industrial Chinese aphorist has it, 
"to look at flowers while riding a horse." 
At this distance, the passenger stations 
shown here generally look much like 
western stations. A closer look might 
show interesting variations in materials, 
design, and function. Interiors might 
show much greater variations in arrange¬ 
ments and facilities. 

The variations from western practice we 
notice here appear to be found only in 
the stations of the Chinese-built Peking- 
Suiyuan Line (cards 7 and 8). When we 
look at the roof of the Tianzhen Station 
(card 8), for example, are we looking at 
a conventional homage to a European 
castle, on the edge of the Mongolian 
desert, much like what we see in some 


Bottom: "The Chinghe (Clear River) 
Bridge, the only route into the city, from 
in front of the station." The sign at the far 
right reads, 'South-North Market 
Entrance." The sign at the bridge entrance 
is an admonition to faithfully practice the 
Confucian virtues. It reads from right to 
6 left, "Filial piety, Loyalty, Courtesy, Honor" 


Card 7 Panorama of Zhangjiakou Station and the Chinghe Bridge Postcard courtesy of the author. 
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European or American stations, or do 
these crenelations have indigenous 
roots, or do they serve some defensive 
purpose? 

The crenelations on the roof to the 
Zhangjiakou Station (card 7) appear to be 
more purely ornamental; their derivation 
is also obscure. From our present vantage 
point, one can only conjecture. A study 
or history of Chinese stations has not 
turned up. 

It is appropriate to use these Japanese 
cards to look at China's railway stations. 
Both railways and postcards were prod¬ 
ucts of an expanding global capitalism, 
and instruments in the creation of an 
integrated global transport, communica¬ 
tions and marketing system. Japan 
embraced both with enthusiasm; China 
resisted both. When Japan's armies rolled 
across north China in 1937-38, they 
inevitably followed the routes laid out for 
them by an earlier generation of empire- 
builders. 

It is widely accepted by historians that 
the Japanese Army, although able to hold 
the rail lines and drive the Nationalist 
government into exile in western China, 
lacked the manpower to implement a 
thorough-going occupation of rural areas 
away from the still rudimentary rail sys¬ 
tem. This created a political vacuum 
which gave the Chinese Communist Party 
its opportunity to expand and create the 
political and economic basis for its even¬ 
tual victory. 

In this brief excursion across north China, 
we also are - unavoidably - travelling the 
route laid out by the empire-builders in 
the early part of the century and followed 
by the conquerors of 1937 and 1938. 
What we see in large part is what they 
have selected for us. In this sense we 
are, as another Chinese proverb has it, 
like the frog in the bottom of the well, 
looking up and seeing one patch of the 
heavens. □ 


NOTES 

Information for this article came princi¬ 
pally from the 1982 edition of Nagel's 
Encyclopedia-Guide to China and the 
1924 Guide to China issued by the 
Japanese Government Railways. Chinese 
provincial boundaries as of 1935 can be 
found in Albert Herrmann's Historical and 
Commercial Atlas of China. Wan ping can 
be found on p. 34 of the Beijing shi jiao- 
tong tuce (Beijing Municipality 
Communications Atlas) (Beijing: Eastern 
Press, 1993). 

1. Edward Dreyer, Early Ming China 
(Stanford U.R, 1982) is an outstandingly 
readable account of this period. 

2. Hebei Province Cartographic Bureau, 
Hebeisheng fenxian dituce (Atlas of the 
Counties of Hebei Province). Beijing: 
Cartographic Press: 1982; reprinted 
1985. unpaginated; after Map No. 23. 

3. Hebei Provincial Cartographic 
Bureau, Jingjinji gonglu jiaotong tuce 
(Road and Communications Atlas for 
Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei). Bejing: China 
Cartographic Press, 1989. Map 34. 

4. A photo can be found in the 1905 
Burton Holmes Lectures , Vol. IX, and 
in later editions with different volume 
numbers. 

5. Some details can be found in John 
Hunter Boyle's 1972 China and Japan at 
War ; 1937-1945: the Politics of 
Collaboration. Quite a bit more can be 
found in Sechin Jagchid, The Last Mongol 
Prince (Bellingham, Washington: 1999). 


Eric Politzer studied history at the 
University of Minnesota and Nankai 
University in Tientsin. He began collect¬ 
ing postcards in Tokyo, and lives with his 
wife in Brooklyn, New York. 


How to find it in the 
Teich Archives... 


The following subject headings from 
the Teich Archives' computer index 
may be searched for topics related to 
this article: 

MILITARY, FOREICN/Other countries 

RAILROAD, OTHER/Advertising 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Bridges and 
viaducts 

RAILROAD, OTHER/Cars 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Construction 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Employee 
facilities 

RAILROAD, OTHER/Engines 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Miscellaneous 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Multiple 
railroads 

RAILROAD, OTHER/Obstructions 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Offices 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Related industry 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Repair shops 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Road beds 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Station facilities 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Stations 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Storage 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Switches, 
power stations 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Tracks 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Trains 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Tunnels 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Wrecks 
RAILROAD, OTHER/Yards 


Shop for Museums 

As your days get busier, museums across 
the country are making it easier to shop 
and support your favorite museum at the 
same time. Shopformuseums.com allows 
you to shop at 125 merchants offering 
brand-name products from Lands' End, 
Hallmark, Office Max, Flowers.com, 
Sharper Image, Chef's Catalog, Border's, 
Hickory Farms, Warner Brothers and 
many more. 

The process is simple: Go to 
Shopformuseums.com where you 
will be asked to select a museum. 

Choose Lake County Discovery 
Museum from the database, enter your e- 
mail address and password, click on 
a merchant, make a purchase, and the 
rest is automatic. 

Please visit www.shopformuseums.com 
or call the Lake County Discovery 
Museum at 847-968-3400 for more 
information. □ 


A generous donation from Mrs. Louise 
Hall made it possible for this issue of 
Image File to be printed in color. 
Sponsors are being sought for future 
issues. Please call the archives at 847- 
968-3381 for more information. 



Card 8. "Brilliant Results of the War." Postcard courtesy of the author. 
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CATALOGING NOTES 

DETERMINING 

By Melissa Fearn 

"Notes from the Research Desk" and 
"Cataloging Notes" appear in alternate 
issues of Image File. The two features 
focus on the use of and access to materials 
in the Teich Archives. 


Among the countless images that have 
been found on picture postcards, churches 
and other places of worship have made 
quite an appearance. The Teich Archives 
has catalogued approximately 18,315 
views of churches, consisting primarily of 
exterior views. This number counts for 
about five percent of the entire collection. 
Nowadays, you would be less likely to find 
a postcard ot your local church, unless of 
course it maintains an element of tourist 
attraction such as the Baha'i Temple in 
Wilmette, Illinois. However, the majority 
of the postcards in the Teich Archives 
show an average view of an average 
church in an average town. 

So why were so many run of I he mill 
churches captured in picture postcards? 
This possibly can he explained by the time 
period. Ai tne turn of the century and in 
the early 1900s, many of the 10,000 or so 
towns that are depicted in Teich cards 
were new-found and growing communi¬ 
ties. Postcard images of churches and 
other public buildings such as libraries, city 
halls, and post offices were produced in 
an effort to document and record bur¬ 
geoning cities and towns. 

The process of cataloging each card start¬ 
ed when the museum acquired the Curt 
Teich Postcard Archives in 1982. Because 
there were so many cards depicting 
churches, each view was catalogued under 
the major subject heading of CHURCHES, 
PLACES OF WORSHIP and under a minor 
subject heading or category that was most 
indicative of the church's denomination. 
Minor subject headings were not created 
unless there were a number of cards that 


DENOMINATIONS 



Bethel A.M.E. Church in Mound Bayou, Mississippi 
This African Methodist Episcopal Church (A*M.EJ is 
one of the many churches easily found in its new sub¬ 
ject category. Curt Teich Archives 5C10. 1955. 


could fit into the same category. For exam¬ 
ple, there were many views of Baptist 
churches, so the minor category of Baptist 
was created. 

While the majority of cards found their 
way into one of the many minor subject 
headings a number of the cards did 
not seem to fit anywhere and were placed 
into the minor category Other Denomin¬ 
ations. This category contained all of the 
miscellaneous church views that either did 
not have any text pinpointing the specific 
denomination or were identified as having 
a denomination other than any of the 
minor subject headings in the CHURCH¬ 
ES,PLACES OF WORSHIP major category. 
Over time as the collection continued to 
be catalogued, the number of cards in this 
category grew to over six hundred. 

Recently, this major category was re¬ 
sorted by Archives staff and more than 
ten new minor subject categories were 
added to the index. As a result, most 
cards that were listed under Other 
Denominations will be re-catalogued 
under a new minor subject heading. 
Among the new minor categories added 
are Pentecostal, Church of Christ, 

Brethren, Moravian, and Seventh Day 



Baha'i Temple, Wilmette, Illinois * "Famed for its architecture and gardens, as well as for its expression of universal reli- 
8 gion, this Temple has been visited by more than 800,000 persons. Open daily." Cut t Teich Archives 9CKTI0. 1959. 


Adventist. 

There were also a number of changes 
made to the already existing categories. 
CHURCHES, PLACES OF WORSHIP now 
has over fifty minor categories in which 
images of churches and other places of 
worship can be found. □ 


Melissa Fearn is a Graduate Intern at the 
Lake County Discovery Museum. She 
holds a B.A. in anthropology and classics 
from Southern Ilinois University. 


How to find it in the 
Teich Archives... 


The following subject headings from 
the Teich Archives' computer index 
may be searched for topics related to 
this article: 

CHURCHES, PLACES OF WORSHIP/ 

7th Day Adventist 

African-American Independent 

Altars 

Baha'i 

Baptist 

Brethren 

Buddhist 

Catholic 

Chapel 

Choir, hymns 

Christian 

Christian Scientist 
Church camps 
Church hall 
Church of Christ 
Congregational 
Dutch Reformed 
Eastern Orthodox 
Episcopal 
Evangelical 
Exterior 
Hindu 
Interior 

Jehovah's Witness 

Jewish Temples, Synagogues 

Lutheran, Evangelical Lutheran 

Mennonite 

Methodist 

Methodist Episcopal 

Miscellaneous 

Missions 

Monuments 

Moody 

Moravian 

Mormon 

Muslim, Islam 

Non/Inter-Denominational 

Non-Specific Protestant 

Other denominations 

Pentecostal 

Preachers, evangelism 

Presbyterian 

Quakers, Friends 

Reformed 

Religious education 

Residences 

Retreat 

Salvation Army 
Shrines, relics, locations 
Temples, Mosques 
Universalist, Unitarian 
Unknown denomination 








Recent Acquisitions 

By Katherine Hamilton-Smith, Curator 
of Historical Resources 

Library Collection 

Every week, the Teich Archives receives 
postcards, books, and other materials to 
enrich the collections. Some of these 
items come in small donations; perhaps 
just a handful of cards or a single book. 
Other gifts are significantly larger and 
more systematic in scope. Over the last 
year, three especially important donations 
have been received. 

In September 2001, Nouhad A. Saleh 
of Boca Raton, Florida gave the Archives 
his library of over 240 books, catalogues, 
guides, and other bound materials related 
to postcards. This collection includes 
many rare and out-of-print titles as well 
as hard-to-find foreign publications on 
postcards. The donation also includes Mr. 
Saleh's own book, Guide to Artists' 
Signatures & Monograms on Postcards, 


cuct id mmv 

SM WltCI & MCNOfiMMl 
CN DCSTC AH A 



Ncutnd A. VtIO 


One volume of special interest to the 
Teich Archives collection is a 1980 
French exhibition catalog from the 
Musee d'Orsay in Paris on the work of 
Czechoslovakian artist Alphonse Mucha 
(1860-1939), The Teich Archives holds a 
growing collection of postcards designed 
by Mucha within the Archives' John High 
Collection. Plans are underway to install a 
permanent exhibition case on Mucha's 
postcards in the John High exhibition 
gallery, Treasures of a Collector: The John 
High Collection. 

Mr. Saleh's library also includes copies 
of books already in the Teich Archives 
collection. These are also of great value, 
because most of them are out-of-print. 
Having a second copy is a boon to staff 
and the public because of the high level 
of use of some of these materials, such as 
Hal Morgan and Andreas Brown's impor¬ 
tant 1981 book Prairie Fires and Paper 
Moons: The American Photographic 
Postcard1900-1920. 

Mr. Saleh became interested in postcards 
through collecting books, prints, photo¬ 
graphs, and travel items about Lebanon, 


his native country. While in Paris in 1973, 
he bough! a group of about 150 post¬ 
cards of Lebanon and was hooked. Now 
his collection numbers eight or nine thou¬ 
sand cards. 

In the 1970s, when Mr. Saleh began col¬ 
lecting his library, he also founded the 
International Postcard Association (IPA). 
Both of these efforts were done with the 
goal of creating a postcard museum. 
When I Ids goal was not realized, Mr. 

Saleh still wished to share his library with 
the public in some way. By giving the 
library collection to the Teich Archives, 
the books and other materials will be 
available not only at the Archives itself, 
but throughout trie United States through 
Inter library Loan, as are other materials 
already in the Teich Archives library. 

To receive a complete list of items in the 
library donated by Mr. Saleh, contact the 
Archives at 847-968-3381 or e-mail 
<teicharchives@co.lake,il.us>. 

Detroit Collection 

The Teich Archives has also recently 
received a large collection of postcards 
printed by the Detroit Company, a gift 
from John L Monroe of Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Monroe first became interested in 
postcards in the 1970s when his aunt 
gave him six albums of postcards that her 
husband and his mother had pul together 
at the lurn of the century. There were a 
few Detroit cards among them. Mr, 
Monroe simply liked the look of the 
Detroit cards more than the other view 
cards. He soon discovered a book listing 
all of the known Detroit cards by num¬ 
ber. This information made it relatively 
easy to keep track of which cards he had 
and which cards he needed. 

Mr, Monroe began searching For Detroit 
cards at postcard shows and purchasing 
cards from dealers, notably Lee Cox and 
Bill Martin. Monroe also had a friend 
who had collected quite a few Detroits. 


When the friend died his widow gave the 
Detroit cards to Monroe, which substan¬ 
tially swelled the size of his collection. 

After a while it became more and more 
difficult to find cards Mr. Monroe did not 
have. He would often search for hours at 
postcard shows, only to find one or two 
new ones. Consequently a few years ago, 
he shifted his focus from Detroit post¬ 
cards to artist drawn sports postcards, but 
not until he had amassed over 15,000 
Detroits. When he learned that the Teich 
Archives was interested in acquiring a 
Detroit collection, he decided to make 
his gift so that others could enjoy them. 

Detroit postcards do indeed have a dis¬ 
tinctive and beautiful look, and it is no 
wonder that Mr. Monroe was drawn to 
collect them. In George and Dorothy 
Ryan Miller's landmark book, Picture 
Postcards in the United States, 1893- 
1918, the authors say of Detroit company 
cards, "One publisher of American views 
surpassed all others in terms of technical 
proficiency and scope of issues. That 
firm, the Detroit Publishing Company 
a part of the Detroit Photographic 
Company covered the length and 
breadth of America shortly after the turn 
of the century and chronicled as no other 
publisher attempted the diversity of peo¬ 
ple, activity, and industry in the United 
States." 

The noted landscape photographer 
William Henry Jackson was active in the 
firm beginning in 1898 and many of his 
images were printed as postcards. Detroit 
postcards were produced using the 
Photochrom process, which resulted in 
images with very fine detail and subtle 
coloring. 

John Monroe's gift of his Detroit postcard 
collection is a major and important addi¬ 
tion to the Teich Archives. The Archives 
now holds three industrial collections, 
including the Curt Teich Company, the 
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V.O. Hammon Company, and now, the 
Detroit Publishing Company. 

Social History Collection 

Another important collection received in 
the last year is the Bryan L. Bossier 
Collection. Numbering over 1,500 post¬ 
cards, the Bossier collection is rich with 
views related to several aspects of twenti¬ 
eth century social history. Subjects 
include: suffragettes and the women's 
right to vote movement, American evan¬ 
gelism including cards related Lo the 
preacher Billy Sunday early road build¬ 
ing, temperance and the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, boxing 
including such famous pugilists as Jack 
Johnson and Rocky Marciano, the K.K.K., 
executions and hangings. The Bossier 
Collection also features a remarkable 
group of Santa postcards, many of them 
rare, and several stand out cards, such as 
photographic views of the Titanic and 
one of Teddy Roosevelt speaking at 
Freeport, Illinois, The Roosevelt image is 
a dramatic scene of the young politician 
standing on top of a table delivering a 
speech to a seated crowd circa 1908. 

The Bossier Collection, a gift from Bryan 
L. Bossier of Louisiana, is a stunning and 
important addition to the Teich Archives. 
Many of the cards are real photo post¬ 
cards. Up to now, real photo cards have 
not been a strength of the Archives' col¬ 
lection. And some subject categories, 
such as suffragettes, have also not been 
well represented. The remarkable images 
in the Bossier Collection will be a boon 
to historians, sociologists, and postcard 
collectors. The general public will also be 
surprised and intrigued by the collection, 
as so many of the images are beautiful or 
frightening or astounding. 

The Teich Archives is grateful to the 
donors of these three amazing collec¬ 
tions, for their collecting dedication and 
for their generosity in giving the fruits of 
their efforts to the public through their 
gifts to the Teich Archives. □ 


INDICIA 

/mages from the Curt Teich Archives are 
included as illustrations in many and 
varied publications. Indicia is an annotat¬ 
ed "booklist* of recent publications and 
exhibitions in which Teich Archives /mages 
appear. 

□ Hansford, Michele Newton. 

Cadillac: Vintage Postcard Memories . 
Chicago: Arcadia, 2002* ISBN 0- 
7385-2003-9. 126 pages, illustrated. 

Embark upon a journey back in time 
to both memorable and forgotten 
scenes of Cadillac, Michigan from 
the early 1900s through the 1950s, 
Enjoy a casual si roil down Mitchell 
Street, pause in front of elegant 
homes, and meander along the 
peaceful shores of Lake Cadillac and 
La ke M \ tch e IL Ca di I la c: Vi i) f age 
Postcard Memories is a collection of 
220 postcards and other images that 
illustrate Cadillac's past as a once- 
booming lumber town and commer¬ 
cial center against the surrounding 
backdrop of lakes and pine forests. 

Author Debra Bricaultgrew up in 
Cadillac and now works as a graphic 
artist in Chicago. Through her 
Cadillac Postcards Web site, she dis¬ 
covered a community of past and 
present residents who have a great 
affection for the town they call 
home. Her father, Ray Bricault, 
worked on Mitchell Street for more 
than thirty-seven years. His colorful 
recollections of daily life in down¬ 
town Cadillac helped inspire his 
daughter's book. 

Cadillac is a volume in Arcadia Press' 
Images of America series. Arcadia, 
founded in 1993, is now the leading 
American publisher of local history 
books. All the volumes in the Images 
of America series depend heavily on 
picture postcards, and Cadillac is no 
exception. 


□ Peter Haldeman, "Three Perfect Days 
in Santa Barbara," Hemis¬ 
pheres, July 2002, pages 32-41. 



'Three Perfect Days' is an ongoing 
feature appearing in Hemispheres 
magazine, the in-flight magazine of 
United Airlines. Each month a new 
city is highlighted and extolled. For 
the July 2002 article on Santa 
Barbara, a 1920s Teich Archives 
postcard view of the Mediterranean 
style architecture along State Street is 
featured. Teich Archives images are 
typically the only vintage images 
used for the "Three Perfect Days" 
features, which are otherwise illus¬ 
trated with glossy shots of sights and 
amenities in the featured location. 

The folks at Hemispheres call "Three 
Perfect Days" the ideal itinerary for 
the busiest people on the planet, 
offering choices on dining, muse¬ 
ums, associated Web sites, and the 
arts for potential visitors. Each article 
is written by a writer from the local 
area, which gives the information 
authority and a sort of local truth. 
After all, only a local can really tell a 
visitor where to get the best chili in 
town. 

Evidently, "Three Perfect Days" 
is a popular feature with United trav¬ 
elers. It has been made into 
a book and a television series. If 
you haven't traveled on United 
lately, you can check out "Three 
Perfect Days" on their Web site at 
<www.hemispheresmagazine.com,> 

□ Shaffer, Marguerite S. See America 
First. Washington and London: 
Smithsonian Institution Press, 2001. 
ISBN 1 -56098-953-X. 429 pages, 
illustrated. 

In See America First , Marguerite 
Shaffer chronicles the birth of mod¬ 
ern American tourism between 1880 
and 1940, linking tourism to the 
simultaneous growth of national 
transportation systems, print media, 
a national market, and a middle 
class with money and time to spend 
on leisure. Focusing on the See 



This real photo postcard of Teddy Roosevelt, standing on top of a table delivering a speech, is from the Bryan L. 
tester coilectinn recently linrutted to the Teich Archives The Bossier collection contains over 7,500 postcards 
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America First slogan and idea em¬ 
ployed at different limes by rail¬ 
roads, guidebook publishers, western 
boosters, and Good Roads advo¬ 
cates, she describes both the mod¬ 
ern marketing strategies used to pro¬ 
mote tourism and the messages of 
patriotism and loyalty embedded in 
l he tourist experience. She shows 
how tourists as consumers participat¬ 
ed in the search for a national identi¬ 
ty that could assuage their anxieties 
about American society and culture. 

Generously illustrated with images 
from a<Iverlise \ rtents, gutdebooks, 
and travelogues, See America First 
demonstrates that the promotion of 
to u ri s m I a n dsca pcs an d con su m p ti o n 
of l ■( jurist ex pe r] e n ces we re ce n t ra I It) 
the development of an American 
identity. One Tek;h Archives postcard 
image, an early century view of a car 
camping site in Yellowstone National 
Park, was used in the book. 

□ D retske, D i ana, 1 .a ke Co unty I Hit i ois: 
An Illustrated History Carslbad, CA: 
Heritage Media Corp., 2002. ISBN 
1-886483-61-2. 144 pages, illustrat¬ 
ed. 



Lake County is a place rich in 
stories of a changing landscape, 
of native peoples, of transit Ion and 
invention. It is a place deeply rooted 
in the history of a nation, of west¬ 
ward expansion and unification dur¬ 
ing times of trouble. This beautifully 
illustrated hardcover book explores 
many aspects of Lake County's her¬ 
itage and takes the reader from gla¬ 
ciers to frontier to settlement and 
beyond. 

Dretske, born and raised in Lake 
County, is the Collections 
Coordinator at the Lake County 
(Discovery Museum. She used many 
postcard images from the Lake 
County History Archives and from 
the Curt Teich Postcard Archives to 
illustrate the chapters. 

□ Christopher Hitchens, "The Ballad of 
Route 66," in Vanity Fair, November 
2002, pages 172-196. 


Route 66, the highway immortalized 
by Nat "King" Cole, once spanned 
the landscape of John Steinbeck and 
Scott Joplin, of Woody Guthrie and 
Jack Karouac. In 1926, the famous 
"66“ shield marked the first eight 
hundred miles of paved road. By 
1937, the remaining 1,648 miles of 
road were paved, from Chicago's 
Lake Michigan shore to the Santa 
Monica Pier in California. 

In 1977 the route was decommis¬ 
sioned in favor of the growing snake 
of Interstate connecting the nation. 
Yet the attachment to the original 
road and its music and mythology is 
still strong, Author Christopher 
Hitchens found, on his journey, that 
for long and short stretches you can 
still leave the main drag and take a 
spin into a time warp. From Chicago 
to L.A., the author searches for a 
world that is vanishing as fast as the 
taillights of his blazing-red corvette. 

Three Teich Archives images help 
Illustrate the article, including large 
letter cards from Gallup, New 
Mexico and Joplin, Missouri and a 
postcard map of the entire route. 

□ Brenda J. Brown, "Landscapes of 
Theme Park Rides: Media, Modes, 
Messages," in Theme Park 
Landscapes: Antecedents and 
Variations , edited by Terence Young 
and Robert Riley (Washington, D.C,: 
Dumbarton Oaks Research Library 
and Collection, 2002). ISBN 0- 
88402-285-4. 308 pages, 1 78 illus¬ 
trations, 

"Theme parks," writes co-editor 
Terence Young ". . . have become a 
metaphor for postmodern urban 
life," but their origins, divergence 
and significance are only beginning 
to be understood. The volume's 
authors examine a wide range of 
landscapes in North America, Europe 
and Asia - past and contemporary, 
subtly and obviously themed -- to 
consider theme parks' functions, 
popularity, place in mass culture, 
and connection to social order. 

In her essay, Brenda Brown portrays 
the power of theme parks as largely 
residing in the power of their 
Elsewheres, of their being other than 
the everyday, and landscapes of 
theme park rides as microcosmic 
elsewheres that partake of and help 
create the Elsewhere of the larger 
park. Landscapes of rides are 
dynamic landscapes, spatially, and 
temporally circumscribed. Although 
rides have always involved motion 
and have long been linked to tech¬ 
nology and landscapes of work, con¬ 
temporary rides landscapes, typically 
located in parks set apart from the 
everyday, are composed of sound 



One of two postcard views of The I .A. Thompson 
Scenic Railway in Venice, California used to illustrate 
Brenda J. Brown's article, "Landscapes of 1 heme Park 
Riders: Media, Modes, Messages/ Curt Teich 
Pos tcard Arch ives R58832. 1915. 

and stories as well as movement and 
the landscape visually perceived. 

While theme park rides' kinetic land¬ 
scape compositions are of intrinsic 
interest, their analysis also illumines 
the evolution and workings of them¬ 
ing and how contemporary theme 
parks - and their rides - differ from 
one another as well as from prece¬ 
dents. 

Six Teich Archives images are used in 
Brown's essay, including: The 
Dragon's Gorge, The Whip and Top, 
and Shoot the Chutes at Coney 
Island; The Tickler at Denver's White 
City, and The Scenic Railway in 
Venice, California. □ 

Thank you to all 
our Contributors 

The Friends of the Lake County Discovery 
Museum thank all members for their sup¬ 
port of the Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 

The Teich Archives is the largest public 
collection of postcards and related mate¬ 
rials in the United States. Member's con¬ 
tributions aid in the ongoing effort to pre¬ 
serve the postcards and to provide the 
proper storage for new items that are 
accepted into the collection. We would 
like to especially thank the following: 

New Members 

Becky Baker 
Boyd Davies, Jr. 

Ray and Shirley Horton 
Susan and John Hughes 
Media Union Library, University of 
Michigan 
J, Carter Risner 

Sustaining 

Henry Feldman 

We would also like to Lhank the following 
person for his recent donation to the 
library: 

Post Card Co!lectors Magazine from 
November 1947 through October 1949 
From Richard Novick □ 11 








The Museum is located about 40 miles northwest of Chicago in the 
Lakewood Forest Preserve, Route 176 and Fairfield Road, 
Wauconda, IL 60084 (847) 847-968-3381. 


The Curt Teich Company operated in Chicago 
from 1898 to 1978 as a printer of postcards, 
advertising pamphlets and brochures, maps, 
blotters, and sundry other printed items. The 
company eventually became the largest, vol¬ 
ume producer of postcards in the world. Over 
the span of BO years of business, feich saved 
copies of everything his firm primed, including 
most of I he original photographic layout work. 
In this way he established an industrial 
archives that now exists as the nucleus of I he 
Curt Teich Postcard Archives at the Lake 
County Discovery Museum. It is the intention 
of the Museum to preserve this resource and 
to research and analyze the importance post¬ 
card views have for understanding the history 
of the twentieth century. 

IMAGE FILE is published by I he Lake County 
Discovery Museum: Curl Teich Postcard 
Archives, which k a section of the Lake 
County Forest Preserves. 1SSN-07430-761 7. 

Image File provides a forum for discussions 
related to i we 1 1 1 ret h mi tu ry cult ii re. Artie I 
review essays, and news items will he condd- 
nurd for publication. Guidelines for submission 
ot articles are available upon remind by writ¬ 
ing lit the* Publications Editor, Lake County 
Discovery Museum, Curl Teich Archives, 
Wauconda, IL 60084. 

Tire Chicago Manna/ of Style 14th edition 
(Chicago, 19933-' is used as the standard for 
style and footnote formal. Decisions on manu¬ 
scripts will he rendered witItin four weeks of 
submissions, Offers to review books or sugges¬ 
tions of books to review are welcomed. 

Christine A. Pyle, Editor, Image File 

Subscript Inn Li > Image File is a benefit of 
memhutship to the Friends of the Lake County 
Discovery Museum, The take CnunLy 
Discovery Museum is a not for prufil agency. 

Lake County Discovery Museum, Lakewood 
Forest Preserve, 27277 Forest Preserve Drive, 
Wauconda, Illinois 60084, U.S.A. 
www. te i c h a rc h i vesio rg 
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